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Digital options for product configuration — simply easy

Device manufacturers face a large range of options when creating the interface between
their product and a signal source, a remote point of testing or tooling point. Whether this
interface is for the transmission of an electrical signal, power, fibre optics, an alternative
medium or a combination of all, the options are almost limitless. Selecting a connector
supplier with a large product portfolio is a must when searching for the right connection
solution for customer requirements. Besides having a broad portfolio, the main challenge
for the supplier is to be able to offer the device manufacturer a simple methodology to find
the ideal solution for their products.

The classic way to offer the most suitable connector is to have engineering support and

manpower available for in-depth design-in discussions. Understanding the requirements in
detail and creating the ideal solution together with the client is the best building block for a
long lasting business partnership. For a wide range of customer specific requirements, this
methodology remains the best-in-class way to ensure the optimal solution. Quite often, an
adaptation to an existing connector design or even a completely new concept is the result.

However, for a wide range of applications customers increasingly want to navigate their
own way through the product offerings and expect to have access to advanced search
engines. While print and online catalogs remain important as a complete compendium for
the product offerings, search engines offer not only detailed product specifications for
direct comparison, but also a selection of 3D files in the corresponding format for easy
integration into the clients own design tools.

ODU offers both methods of Design-In support and has thereby recognized the growing

importance of online search engines in today’s engineering and procurement environment.
Whether via Traceparts, Digi-Key or Mouser, ODU is highly integrated into external online
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platforms. ODU’s own website offers the Product Finder, which is optimized for steering
customers towards the optimal connector solution. This intuitive, easy to use filtering
system finds the right product and creates the required connector data sheet in an easy to
read format without ploughing through a catalog.

Another advantage of the ODU Product Finder is the identification of products that are
included in the ODU Express Delivery Service. Within 15 working days, ODU ships up to
15 modular connectors (ODU-MAC®) or up to 150 metal circular connectors (ODU MINI-
SNAP® / ODU AMC®) to its customers worldwide. This service can significantly shorten
time-to-market targets and give device manufacturers a clear advantage when entering
new markets. In addition, ODU provides technical samples for design-in purposes free of
charge via the online tool.

Another feature of the ODU Product Finder is support in creating a suitable cable
assembly, which is integrated both for series production and for small batches for more
and more products. Customers should thus be able to configure and order the desired
product quickly and without great effort. ODU circular connectors - easy to find, easy to
design, easy to order - simply easy.

ODU Group: global representation with perfect connections

The ODU Group is one of the world’s leading suppliers of connector systems, employing 2,600
people around the world. In addition to its company headquarters in Muehldorf a. Inn (Germany),
ODU also has an international distribution network and production sites in Sibiu/Romania,
Shanghai/China, and Tijuana/Mexico. ODU combines all relevant areas of expertise and key
technologies including design and development, machine tooling and special machine construction,
injection, stamping, turning, surface technology, assembly and cable assembly. The ODU Group
sells its products globally through its sales offices in China, Denmark, France, Germany, Hong
Kong, Italy, Japan, Korea, Austria, Romania, Sweden, UK and the US, as well as through
numerous international sales partners. ODU connectors ensure a reliable transmission of power,
signals, data and media for a variety of demanding applications including medical technology,
military and security, automotive, industrial electronics, and test and measurement.
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